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found in them, that their authority might not con- 
tribute, at any diftant time, to the depravation of 
the language. 

With regard to queftions of purity, or propriety, I 
was once in doubt whether I ftiould not attribute too 
much to myfelf in attempting to decide them, and 
whether my province was to extend beyond the pro- 
portion of the queftion, and the difplay of the fuffra- 
ges on each fide ; but I have been iince determined 
by your Lordfhip's opinion, to interpofe my own 
judgment, and fhall therefore endeavour to fupport 
what appears to me moft confonant to grammar 
and reafon. Aufonius thought that modefty forbad 
him to plead inability for a tafk to which Gefar 
had judged him equal. 

Cur me pofle negem pofle quod ille putat ? 

And I may hope, my Lord, that fince you, vvhofe autho- 
rity in our language is fo generally acknowledged, have 
commiffioned me to declare my own opinion, I fhall be 
considered as exercifing a kind of vicarious juris- 
diction, and that the power which might have been 
denied to my own claim, will be readily allowed me as 
the delegate of your Lordfhip. 

In citing authorities, on which the credit of every 
part of this work muft depend, it will be proper to ob- 
ferve fome obvious rules, fuch as of preferring 
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writers of the firft reputation to thofe of an inferior 
Zk, of noting the quotations with accuracy and of 
feleding, wheii it can be conveniently done, fuch fe - 
tences, as, befides their immediate ufe, may give 
pleafure or inftrudion by conveying fome elegance oi 
language, or fome precept of prudence, or piety. 

It has been alked, on fome occafions, who fhall 
nidge the judges ? And fince with regard to this defign, 
a queftion may arife by what authority the autho- 
rities are felefted, it is neceffary to obviate it, by 
declaring that many of the writers whofe teftimomes 
will be alleged, were feleded by Mr. Pope, of whom 
I may be juftificd in affirming, that were he ftill alive, 
felicitous as he was for the fuccefs of this work, he 
would not be difpleafed that I have undertaken it. 

It will be proper that the quotations be ranged ac- 
cording to the ages of their authors, and it will afford 
an agreeable amufement, if to the words and phrafes 
which are not of our own growth, the name of the 
writer who firft introduced them can be affixed, and 
if, to words which are now antiquated, the authority 
be fubjoined of him who laft admitted them. Thus 
for fcathe and buxom, now obfolete, Milton may be cited. 

The mountain oak 

Stands fcatfrd to heaven 

He with broad fails 

Winnow'd the buxom air 
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